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of the Annunciation 

 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

The Healing of the  
Demoniac 

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, 

Tone 4  
 
When the women disciples 
learned from the angel, the joy-
ous message of Thy Resurrec-
tion.  They cast away the ances-
tral curse and elatedly told the 
Apostles:  death is overthrown, 
Christ God is risen, granting the 
world great mercy. 

 
Troparion of Annunciation,  

Tone 4 
 
Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces the 
coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
“Oh, my brethren, how the 
Holy Spirit rejoices with 
inexpressible joy when He 
finds pure souls that are 
open to Him and yearn for 
Him.  With a cry of joy, He 
makes His abode in them 
and gives them His rich 
gifts.”    
 
(taken from, Homilies, by St. 
Nicholai (Velimirovich) 
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5th Sunday after Pentecost, Tone 4  
July 5th,  Matt. 8:28-9:1 

   
The gospel for the fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Matt. 8:28-34;9:1) tells us 
how Jesus healed a case of diabolic possession, and how the demons entered 
into a herd of swine which then hurled itself into the Sea of Galilee. We have 
already come across this episode in the gospel for the twenty-third Sunday 
after Pentecost (Lu. 8:27-38) 
 
Let us come back to the great doctrine of justification by faith. In the epistle 
for today (Rom. 10:1-10), St. Paul continues to enlarge on this theme. He de-
plores the blindness of the Israelites who, “going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God”. 
This “righteousness of God” is Christ Himself. “For Christ is the end of the 
Law…”. Such a phrase must be correctly understood. Paul certainly does not 
intend to say that the content of the moral law has been abolished. Crimes that 
the law condemns remain crimes: the good that it commands continues to be 
good. But we are no longer tied by an external and institutional law, by a writ-
ten text. The person of Jesus Christ has become our law. It is no longer a mat-
ter of knowing whether this or that action is prescribed or forbidden by a text, 
but of asking ourselves if it does or does not conform to Christ.  
 
This new law, Christ Jesus, “the word of faith, which we preach,” is not diffi-
cult to remember or to formulate: it is not a remote text, it is not even to be 
found somewhere outside ourselves. “The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart...if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.” Let us always remember that, unless it bears the fruits of holi-
ness, a belief kept safe in our heart is no more than an empty formula. And let 
us give thanks to God that we have been delivered from multiple and burden-
some outward observances: He has established us in a certain spirit, in accor-
dance with a certain meaning. But, because the Apostle Paul is making use of 
a text from the Old Testament, let us read the phrase again in the original and 
pay attention to the last words: “But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it”.(Taken from the Year of Grace of the 
Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern Church) 

http://www.odox.org


Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30PM. 
 
Matins– will be served on Sunday, at 8:30 
AM. 
 
Church School/Ad. Ed.—is now on summer 
break.  We’ll start classes again in late Sep-
tember or early October. 
 
Divine Liturgy—Sunday, at 10AM. 
 
Coffee Hour—  This week’s Coffee Hour is 
being  sponsored by Olga Howe.  Next 
Week’s coffee hour will be sponsored by 
Greg and Debbie. 
  
Parish Council—next Sunday, after Coffee 
Hour. 
 
Repose of Margaret Miller—the mother of 
Mike Miller and a longtime friend of the 
parish, Margaret reposed in the early hours of 
July 4th.  She was a few months short of her 
95th birthday.  Memory Eternal and may the 
Lord console Mike and family. 
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is bat-
tling cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the 
son of Brian and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing 
very well and challenging himself in ever-
new physical feats. Tina—a person in need 
of our prayers.  Janie, who has been battling 
health issues. Dan Callaway—health prob-
lems. Sarah—the sister of John Deak, who is 
battling cancer.    Salina– the daughter of 
Lana’s work associate, who suffered a head 
injury and is having seizures. Natasha—
Olga’s friend, health issues. Steve Fetzko—
doing better after surgery.  Nicholas and 
Anthony-foster boys and their new home. 
Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well. 
Natalie—Olga’s friend. John Deak’s had to 
have a second surgery after his hip replace-
ment, due to an infection.  Mary Serguik’s 
daughter. Sunday’s brother, Joe, ill.  Doreen 
and Jessica– Loren’s sister and niece.  Con-
stantinos—reposed .  Scott-prayers. Lisa– 
anonymous request.  Monty.  Photini 
Richey– had her melanoma surgery.  Please 
pray for a good outcome for the lymph node 
exam.  Corrin—who reposed.  Protopresby-
ter Newly Reposed Archimandrite Roman 
(Braga). Newly Reposed Cody, a friend of a 
friend of Peter Howe’s.  Kerri Richey– 
prayer request.  Galia—a relative of Luci 
and Steve Fetzko, who had a stroke, and her 
husband, George. Newly reposed Basil. Our 
Victor Teshin– who broke his elbow. 

“There do not exist many or few, nor small or great  problems.  The only problem is the absence of Christ from 
our lives” (From the life and teachings of Elder Epiphanios Theodoropoulos) 

From the Lives of the Saints…   VENERABLE ATHANASIUS 
OF MOUNT ATHOS Athanasius was born in Trebizond of God-fearing par-
ents. He became orphaned at an early age but, by the Providence of God, a 
commander took him under his care and brought him to Constantinople to be 
educated. Because of his meekness and humbleness, he was the favorite of his 
peers. During the children's games, the children chose one to be an emperor, 
one a commander and Athanasius as abbot as though it was some kind of fore-
telling! Having completed his education, Athanasius (who before tonsuring was 
called Abraham) withdrew into the desert of Maleinos near Athos, the Holy 
Mountain, where he lived the life of an ascetic as a disciple of the then re-
nowned Michael Maleinos. Desiring a more difficult life of mortification, Atha-
nasius settled on Holy Mt. Athos to live in silence (the life of a silentary). But 
many who were desirous of a life of asceticism began to gather around him and, 
therefore, he was compelled to build his famous Lavra [monastery]. In that, he 
was assisted by the Byzantine emperors: at first, Nicephorus Phocas, who him-
self thought to withdraw and to become a monk and, after him, John Tzimiskes. 
Countless temptations befell Athanasius both from demons and from men but 
he, as a brave soldier of Christ, resisted and conquered all by his immeasurable 
meekness and continual prayer to the Living God. Filled with the Grace of God, 
Athanasius was made worthy to see the All-holy Birth-giver of God who mi-
raculously brought forth water from a rock and promised that she would also be 
the abbess [Ikonomisa, the one in charge of the provisions of the monastery]. In 
work and in prayer, Athanasius surpassed his brethren and loved all with the 
love a spiritual father and shepherd. Death came to Athanasius unexpectedly. At 
one time, he with six other monks, climbed upon a newly built vestibule of the 
church to inspect the wall which was being constructed and the wall caved in on 
them and buried them. Thus, this great beacon of monasticism died in the year 
980 A.D. Many times following his death Athanasius appeared to his brethren 
either to comfort them or to reprimand them.  

THE VENERABLE MARTYR, CYPRIAN THE NEW 

Cyprian was born in the village of Klitzos in Epirus. Following the death of his 
good parents, Cyprian went to the Holy Mt. Athos, was tonsured a monk and 
devoted himself completely to a life of asceticism in a cell near the monastery 
of Kutloumousiou. He imposed upon himself labor upon labor and mortification 
upon mortification until he became renown and respected throughout the entire 
Holy Mountain. Cyprian was still not satisfied with himself. He was tormented 
by the thought that he could not be saved except through martyrdom for Christ. 
Therefore, he left the Holy Mountain and arrived in Thessalonica and came be-
fore the Pasha of Thessalonica and called upon him to reject the false faith of 
Muhammad and to accept the true faith of Christ. The Pasha ordered him 
scourged and driven out. Unsatisfied with such a small suffering for Christ, 
Cyprian traveled to Constantinople and wrote a letter to the Grand Vezir in 
which he outlined the falseness of Muhammad and the truthfulness of the Lord 
Christ. Enraged, the Vezir sent him to Skeik Ul Islamu and he, after having 
heard all that Cyprian had to say, ordered him beheaded. Cyprian was joyful 
beyond measure and went to the scaffold as to a wedding feast. Thus, this godly 
man suffered for Christ on July 5, 1679, and realized his burning desire.(Taken  
 
(from the Prologue of Ochrid, by St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 


