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“The Sunday of  
Zacchaeus 

 
Troparion of the Resurrec-

tion, Tone 8 
 
Thou didst descend from on 
high, O Merciful One.  Thou 
didst accept the three-day bur-
ial to free us from our suffer-
ings.  O Lord, our Life and 
Resurrection:  Glory to Thee! 
 
Troparion of the Annuncia-

tion, Tone 4 
 
Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces 
the coming of Grace.  To-
gether with him let us cry to 
the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O 
Full of Grace, the Lord is with 
you. 
 
Kontakion of Annunciation,  

Tone 8 
 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your ser-
vants delivered from evil, sing 
our grateful thanks to you, O 
Theotokos!  As you possess 
invincible might set us free 
from every calamity so that 
we may sing:  Rejoice, O Un-
wedded Bride! 
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The 32nd Sunday after Pentecost,   
January 25th,  Tone 8; Lu. 19:1-10 

 
On this day, the Sunday before the beginning of the Lenten Triodion, we com-
memorate the repentance of the tax-collector, the Holy Apostle Zacchaeus, who 
desired to behold Christ. 
 
The Holy Fathers placed today's commemoration here to prepare us, little by 
little, for dawning season of Great Lent. Knowing that we are basically slow to 
exhibit a desire for repentance, the Holy Fathers, by Zacchaeus' example, teach 
us in these preliminary weeks the need to recognize our sins and our need to 
turn away from them. 
 
Zacchaeus, the Holy Apostle of Christ, was that earnest and wealthy chief tax-
collector appointed by the Romans about whom the divine Apostle and Evan-
gelist Luke speaks in his Gospel (19:1-10). As we learn from this passage of the 
Holy Gospel, Zacchaeus was very short, and hence, due to the crowds, he could 
not see our Lord Jesus Christ with his own eyes, as he desired when the Lord 
was passing through Jericho. He therefore went up into a sycamore tree in order 
to see Him. The Lord acknowledged this good will of Zacchaeus and his sincere 
faith, and as He passed by, He called him by name and announced His wish to 
be guest in his house , saying to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, 
for today I must stay at your house" (Luke 19:5). 
 
Zacchaeus accepted this proposal of the Lord with all his soul, and he rushed 
with joy and received Him in his home and offered Him hospitality with all 
willingness. It was not only because he believed in Christ with all his soul that 
he hosted Him with particular willingness, but also because he actively repented 
for his former sins, and he said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, I give half of my 
goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, 
I restore fourfold" (Luke 19:8). True, the Jews could not tolerate this, and "they 
all murmured, "He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner"" (Luke 
19:7); but the Lord, who knows the hearts of all, saw his disposition and, honor-
ing the power of his repentance, forgave and blessed him and all his house, say-
ing, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abra-
ham" (Luke 19:9). 

http://www.odox.org


Announcements and  
Activities 

Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30PM 
 
Matins—Sunday, February 8th, at 8:30AM.. 
 
Church School/Adult Education—Sunday, 
February 1st, at 9AM. 
 
Divine Liturgy– Sunday, at 10AM 
 
Coffee Hour— This week’s coffee hour is 
being sponsored by Olga Howe.  Next Week’s 
coffee hour will be replaced by the potluck 
before the Annual Meeting.  
 
Annual Meeting—today, after our potluck.  
Our bylaws state that a member in good stand-
ing is a person who is at least 18 years of age, 
receives the sacrament of confession and com-
munion at least once in the 12 month period 
(there are of course exceptions made for health 
reasons) leading to the meeting and financially 
supports the parish, the ideal of which is 
through tithing.  
 
Pledge Cards— Our Treasurer, Sunday Ballas, 
distributed the 2015 pledge cards. They are 
supposed to be in by today.   
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of 
Brian and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very 
well and challenging himself in ever-new 
physical feats. Natasha—prayer request for a 
person in need.  Tina—a person in need of our 
prayers.  Janie, who has been battling health 
issues. Dan Callaway—health problems. 
Sarah—the sister of John Deak, who is bat-
tling cancer.   Tracy, Robin, and Michelle– 
friends of Lana, who are battling cancer and 
health issues.  Salina– the daughter of Lana’s 
work associate, who suffered a head injury and 
is having seizures.    Ronald—Matushka’s 
father who reposed. Natasha—Olga’s friend, 
health issues.  Emily – Jesse’s sister, who is 
suffering.  Tsige—and Gobezie Goshu Home. 
Mike Lynne—Joan M. request. Departed 
infant Nicholas. Steve Fetzko—back prob-
lems.  Nicholas and Anthony-foster boys and 
their new home. Reposed Abbot George.  
Reposed Met. Vladimir.  Heather, who hasn’t 
been feeling well.  Lana’s friends David—
who reposed, Raymond and Helen, who also 
reposed recently. Natalie—Olga’s friend. 
Madeline—Jean Dusonblon’s sister, reposed 
this week.  John Deak’s general health.  Jo-
anna, had a healthy baby girl (7lbs) by C-
section and is recovering. Mary Serguik’s 
daughter. Lana’s friend, Robin—reposed.  
Sunday’s brother, Joe, ill.  Doreen and Jes-
sica– Loren’s sister and niece.  Constanti-
nos—reposed . Hieroshemamonk Athansios– 
Reposed 

“There do not exist many or few, nor small or great  problems.  The only problem is the absence of Christ from 
our lives” (From the life and teachings of Elder Epiphanios Theodoropoulos) 

Zacchaeus' conversation in this manner offers us two important lessons: 
first, God's compassion and the signs of sincere and active repentance, and 
second, the fact that correction of evil as far as one is able is an inseparable 
proof of sincere repentance. In this manner the good Zacchaeus exceeded 
the ordinances of the Mosaic Law in his generosity, for which cause he was 
accounted worthy of the Lord's blessing. 
 
After the Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension of the Lord, it is said that 
Zacchaeus was a disciple of the divine Apostle Peter, who afterwards or-
dained him Bishop of Caesarea. His memory is also celebrated on April 20. 
 
The Holy Fathers, knowing the weakness of human nature in our attempts to 
change from sinful, self-centered life to one of humility and repentance, 
placed this Gospel lesson before us today to instill in us a desire to repent 
just as Zacchaeus possessed a desire to behold Christ. Having his example 
before us, let us now prepare ourselves for the approaching struggles of the 
Great Lent as we set out on our journey to behold Christ's Life-giving Res-
urrection. 
  
(Synaxarion for the Sunday of Zacchaeus, taken from the internet) 
 

From the Lives of the Saints…Saint Moses, Archbishop of 
Novgorod (1325-1330, 1352-1359), in the world Metrophanes, was 
born at Novgorod. In his youth he secretly left his home and entered Tver’s 
Otroch monastery, where he became a monk. His parents found him, and at 
their insistence he transferred to a monastery near Novgorod. At this monas-
tery he was ordained as a hieromonk, and later he was appointed archiman-
drite of the Yuriev monastery.  
 
After the death of Archbishop David of Novgorod, St Peter (December 21) 
consecrated Moses as Archbishop of Novgorod in 1325. This was the first 
episcopal consecration to be performed in Moscow. St Moses did not guide 
his Novgorod flock for long, however. The quarrels and contentious factions, 
the conflagrations and other misfortunes weighed heavily on his soul, which 
sought monastic solitude. After four years, he petitioned to be allowed to re-
tire and live in asceticism. He was succeeded by St Basil. 
 
In 1330 the saint withdrew to the Kolmov monastery for tranquillity. He did 
not remain here very long, either. He found a desolate spot at Derevyanitsa, 
where he built the stone church of the Resurrection of Christ. At this place the 
monk spent more than twenty years at monastic deeds. After Basil’s death, St 
Moses yielded to the requests of the Novgorod people to be their archpastor 
once again. The ancient chronicler describes St Moses in this way: “He shep-
herded his flock as a good pastor; he defended the downtrodden, and pro-
tected destitute widows; he employed a company of copyists, and because of 
him many books were written, and he confirmed many in piety by his guid-
ance.” 
(taken from the Saints on the OCA Website 


