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 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

The Parable of the Vineyard  
 

Troparion of the Resurrection, 
Tone 4 

 
When the women disciples 
learned from the angel, the 
joyous message of Thy Resur-
rection.  They cast away the 
ancestral curse and elatedly 
told the Apostles:  death is 
overthrown, Christ God is 
risen, granting the world great 
mercy. 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

 
Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces the 
coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your servants 
delivered from evil, sing our 
grateful thanks to you, O The-
otokos!  As you possess invin-
cible might set us free from 
every calamity so that we may 
sing:  Rejoice, O Unwedded 
Bride! 
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The 13th Sunday after Pentecost,   
Sept. 7th,  Tone 3; Matt. 21:33-42 

 
 The gospel for the 13th Sunday after Pentecost (Matt. 21:33-42) consists 
ofthe parable of the vineyard and the wicked husbandmen.  A man who had 
planted a vineyard and dug a winepress in it went into a far country, leaving it 
in the care of the husbandmen.  Several times he sent servants to recieve its 
fruits, but the husbandmen ill-treated or killed them.  Then the owner decided to 
send his son:  the husbandmen, eager to get hold of the inheritance, killed the 
son.  What can the Lord of the vineyard do but destroy these wicked men and 
let out the vineyard to others?  Jesus intends this parable primarily for the Jews, 
who, like the wicked husbandmen, have killed those sent by the owner, and will 
kill the son himself (one notices how well the words "they caught him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard, and slew him" apply to Jesus' Passion, when he was 
taken and crucified outside the holy city), so that the work in the vineyard -- 
that is to say in the establishment of the messianic kingdom-- will be entrusted 
to the Gentiles.  But the parable also applies to us personally.  Have we, who 
are his husbandmen, worked selflessly in the Father's vineyard?  Have we not 
all too often despised the repeated messages and calls from the Lord of the 
vineyard -- indeed, his Word itself, and the ministry of the angels, and the ex-
ample of the saints?  Each time we sin, do we not share the guilt of the Jews in 
the murder of the Son?  Have we not deserved to be excluded by God from his 
service and his Kingdom?  This is the severe warning that the gospel brings us. 
 The same warning is sounded in the first sentence of the epistle (1 
Cor.16:13-24):  "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith:, and by one of the last sen-
tences:  "I any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Ma-
ranatha".  Often the epistles for the Liturgy have no direct connecction with the 
gospel of the same day but the "eyes of faith" sometimes can discern certain 
subtle spiritual links.  In the epistle for this Sunday, Paul speaks with praise of 
the house of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; he mentions the church 
which is in the house of Aquila and Priscilla.  The Greek fellow-workers of the 
apostle show us, by contrast with the wicked husbandmen in the gospel, what 
good laborers in the vineyard can be like.  Finally, we are left with these words, 
as the central message of the epistle for this Sunday:  "Let all your things be 
done with charity".  All that really matters is the quality of love in our actions. 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Great Vespers for the Nativity of the Theotokos—
Tonight, at 6PM. 
 
Divine Liturgy for the Feast—Monday, at 8AM.  
Please note:  it is not being served at our usual 
6AM time. 
 
Catechesis—Wednesday, at 6PM. 
 
Summer Study—will meet this Wednesday, at 
7PM.  
 
Great Vespers—NO Vespers this week! 
 
Matins—NO Matins this week. 
 
Divine Liturgy– Fr. Jon Stephen Hedges will serve 
in Fr. Lawrence’s absence.  Let’s give our long-
time friend, Fr. Jon Stephen, a hearty welcome 
 
Church School/Adult Education—is on summer 
break until late October. 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s coffee hour is being 
sponsored by Brian and Christina Diederich.  Next 
Sunday’s Coffee Hour will be sponsored by Steve 
and Lucy Fetzko.  The day is kept as a fast day, as 
we are commemorating the Cross.  
 
Dolma Rolling Session– many thanks to those 
who  came and rolled around 800 dolma:  meat and 
vegitarian, Friday and Saturday. 
 
Freezer available– Linda Deak has a mint condi-
tion, upright, energy-efficient freezer that she is 
not using.  She is willing to give it to any one who 
can use it, asking only that they make a donation to 
the church in the amount of their choosing. Her 
number is:  937-2425. 
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of Brian 
and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very well and 
challenging himself in ever-new physical feats. 
Natasha—prayer request for a person in need.  
Tina—a person in need of our prayers.  Janie, 
who has been battling health issues. Dan Calla-
way—health problems. Sarah—the sister of John 
Deak, who is battling cancer.   Tracy, Robin, and 
Michelle– friends of Lana, who are battling cancer 
and health issues.  Salina– the daughter of Lana’s 
work associate, who suffered a head injury and is 
having seizures.    Ronald—Matushka’s father 
who reposed. Natasha—Olga’s friend, health 
issues.  Emily – Jesse’s sister, who is suffering.  
Tsige—and Gobezie Goshu Home. Mike Lynne—
Joan M. request. Departed infant Nicholas. Steve 
Fetzko—back problems.  Nicholas and An-
thony-foster boys and their new home. Reposed 
Abbot George.  Reposed Met. Vladimir.  John 
Deak—who is recovering nicely after his knee 
surgery.  Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well.  
Heather’s sister, Michelle, whose memorial anni-
versary just passed. John Truman—surgery on 
his back. John is recovering nicely.  

“In the great clamor of the world, Thou art my quiet song, which I strain to hear…” (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 

(From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern 
Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints… The Holy Martyr Sozon 
 
Sozon was born in Lyconia. He was a shepherd and kept all of God's laws, instructing 
his peers and friends in his pious Faith. In a vision he was shown that he would suffer 
martyrdom for Christ. This was in the time of Maximian, magistrate of Cilicia, who 
perpetrated a terrible persecution of Christians in the nearby city of Pompeiopolis. In 
that city there was a certain golden idol which the pagans worshiped. Sozon left his 
flock, went to the city, entered the pagan temple and broke the arm off the golden idol. 
He crumbled it into bits and distributed it to the poor. There was a great uproar because 
of this, and the pagans sought out the guilty one. So that no one else would suffer for 
his deed, Sozon went to the magistrate and declared himself to be a Christian and the 
perpetrator of that act. His torturers first beat him, then suspended him from a tree and 
scraped his body with iron combs. When he was nearly dead, they cast him into a fire, 
where St. Sozon gave up his holy soul to God. He suffered in about the year 304. St. 
Sozon's relics were miracle-working, and a church in his name was built over them. 
 
The Holy Apostles Euodus and Onesiphorus 
 
Euodus and Onesiphorus were apostles of the Seventy. St Ignatius the God-bearer 
mentions Euodus with great praise in his Epistle to the Antiochians. Euodus was a dis-
ciple of the Apostle Peter, and his successor as Bishop of Antioch. The Apostle Peter 
himself consecrated him. Euodus wrote a work on the Holy Theotokos, in which he 
related how the Holy Virgin Mary was brought to the Temple at the age of three, and 
remained in the Temple for eleven years; how, on entering her fifteenth year, she was 
entrusted to St. Joseph for protection; and how, at age fifteen, she gave birth to the 
Lord. Euodus also wrote another work entitled ``The Beacon.'' However, both of these 
works were destroyed during the persecution of Christians. He was slain for Christ 
during Emperor Vespasian's persecutions in Antioch. The Apostle Paul mentions St. 
Onesiphorus as his sincere friend and helper (II Timothy 1:16-18). St. Onesiphorus 
suffered for Christ in Colophon, where he was bishop. It is said that he was tied to wild 
horses and pulled apart. Thus, these faithful soldiers of Christ honorably served on 
earth, and entered into the joy of their Lord. 
 
Reflection 
 
Victory over anger is one of the greatest victories of a soldier of Christ. We generally 
become angry either at those we wish to turn back from sin, or at those who slander us. 
However, in doing so we forget that anger is a mortal sin, and in desiring the salvation 
of others we lose our own, according to the words of St. Macarius. Anger against our 
enemies is usually tied to another evil impulse, the desire for revenge. St. Eupsychius 
so overcame the passion of anger in himself, that before his death, he gave one portion 
of his great estate to the poor and another portion to his slanderers, because of whom 
he was being tortured and slain. He considered his slanderers as his benefactors. St. 
John Chrysostom writes: ``Let us clip the wings of anger, and evil will not rise high. 
Anger is an evil sickness that can destroy our souls…. Anger is a terrible fire which 
devours everything…. If an angry man could see himself at the moment of his anger, 
he would need no other counsel not to become angry-because there is nothing more 
unpleasant than an angry face.'' Abba Ammon confessed of himself: ``I spent fourteen 
years in Scetis, praying to God day and night, to give me victory over anger.'' 
 
Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid,  


