
Orthodox Church 
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 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

“The Parable of the 
Good Samaritan” 

 
Troparion of the Resurrec-

tion, Tone 6 
The angelic powers were at Thy 
tomb.  The guards became as 
dead men.  Mary stood by Thy 
grave, seeking Thy most pure 
Body.  Thou didst capture hell, 
not being tempted by it.  Thou 
didst come to the Virgin grant-
ing Life.  O Lord who didst rise 
from the dead: Glory to Thee! 
 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces 
the coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your ser-
vants delivered from evil, sing 
our grateful thanks to you, O 
Theotokos!  As you possess 
invincible might set us free 
from every calamity so that we 
may sing:  Rejoice, O Unwed-
ded Bride! 
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The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost,   
November 16th,  Tone 6; Lu. 10:25-37 

 
The gospel for the twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Lu. 10:25-37) gives us 
the parable of the Samaritan who had compassion on a Jew after he had been 
attacked and wounded by thieves on the road between Jerusalem and Jericho.  
The parable is introduced through reference to the two great commandments.  
We have already come across and commented on them in connection with the 
gospel for the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  It is the second of these com-
mandments which gives a lawyer the opportunity to ask Jesus:  “And who is my 
neighbor?”  The meaning of this parable is not to contrast the inhumanity of the 
priest and the Levite who pass by with the generosity of the Samaritan who 
tends and takes charge of the wounded Jew, nor to condemn the ethnic and reli-
gious antagonism between the Jews and the Samaritans, but to proclaim this 
general truth:  that my neighbor is not exclusively someone connected to me by 
blood, or country or creed, but that my neighbor is, at each instant, someone 
whom God has brought near me, has put in my path; my neighbor is the person 
I become close to through serving his need, even if he is a strange or an enemy.  
It depends very largely on me whether this or that man does or does not become 
my neighbor.  I can try to act in such a way that every man becomes my 
neighbor.  On another plane, the Samaritan represents Jesus himself, who pours 
wine and oil on the wounds of the human race and makes himself the neighbor 
of every man.  “Which...thinkest thou was neighbor unto him that fell among 
the thieves?...He that shewed mercy on him.”    In  the epistle (Eph. 4:1-17), St. 
Paul recommends us to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” be-
cause there is one body, and one Spirit, one Lord, on God.  Paul’s advice must 
be taken in a very literal sense, and applied to the circumstances and to the dif-
ficulties of our daily life.  What good does it do to work out lofty ideas about 
unity in Christ, or the unity of the Church, if, first of all, I pay no attention to 
safeguarding “the unity of the Spirit” and the “bond of peace” with the mem-
bers of my family, with those who live in my house, with those with whom pro-
fessional, economic or civic life bring me into contact each day.  “The unity of 
the Spirit and the “bond of peace”:  these two great sayings will only become 
true in my life when I give them practical effect in the small details of the day 
in the kitchen or the office.  Thus the epistle for this Sunday is in harmony with 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Catechesis—NEXT  Wednesday, November 
26th, at 6PM. 
 
Summer/Fall Study—will next be held on 
Wednesday,  December 3rd,   at 7PM.  
 
Great Vespers for the Entrance of the Theoto-
kos into The Temple—Thursday, at 6PM. 
 
Divine Liturgy for the Feast– Friday, at 6AM. 
 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30PM 
 
Matins—Sunday, November 30th, at 8:30AM.. 
 
Church School/Adult Education—Sunday, 
November 23rd, at 9AM. 
 
Divine Liturgy– Sunday, at 10AM 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s coffee hour is 
bagels and coffee. Next week’s Coffee Hour will 
be sponsored by Sunday Ballas. The Advent 
Fast began on Saturday, November 15th and 
lasts until Christmas Day (Thursday, the 25th of 
December).  The fast allows fish, wine and oil 
on all weekends (except the 20th/.21st), but 
proscribes meat and dairy of any kind—
including eggs and dairy by-products like butter, 
cream, chocolate, etc.  All coffee hours must be 
served without any of these items.  
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of 
Brian and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very well 
and challenging himself in ever-new physical 
feats. Natasha—prayer request for a person in 
need.  Tina—a person in need of our prayers.  
Janie, who has been battling health issues. Dan 
Callaway—health problems. Sarah—the sister 
of John Deak, who is battling cancer.   Tracy, 
Robin, and Michelle– friends of Lana, who are 
battling cancer and health issues.  Salina– the 
daughter of Lana’s work associate, who suffered 
a head injury and is having seizures.    
Ronald—Matushka’s father who reposed. Nata-
sha—Olga’s friend, health issues.  Emily – 
Jesse’s sister, who is suffering.  Tsige—and 
Gobezie Goshu Home. Mike Lynne—Joan M. 
request. Departed infant Nicholas. Steve 
Fetzko—back problems.  Nicholas and An-
thony-foster boys and their new home. Reposed 
Abbot George.  Reposed Met. Vladimir.  John 
Deak—who is recovering nicely after his knee 
surgery.  Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well.  
John Truman—surgery on his back. John is 
recovering nicely. Lana’s friends David—who 
reposed suddenly last week and Helen, who 
reposed recently. Natalie—Olga’s friend. 
Madeline—Jean Dusonblon’s sister, cancer.  
John Deak’s general health. 

“There do not exist many or few, nor small or great  problems.  The only problem is the absence of Christ from 
our lives” (From the life and teachings of Elder Epiphanios Theodoropoulos) 

the gospel, for it is only through the unity of the Spirit and the bond of 
peace that another man can become my neighbor.     
     
(From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern 
Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints… The Holy Apostle Matthew 
the Evangelist 
 
Matthew, son of Alphaeus, was a tax collector when the Lord saw him in 
Capernaum and said: Follow Me. And he arose, and followed Him 
(Matthew 9:9). After that, Matthew prepared a reception for the Lord in his 
home and thus provided the occasion for the Lord to express several great 
truths about His coming to earth. After receiving the Holy Spirit, Matthew 
preached the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. In Ethiopia he 
appointed his follower Plato as bishop, and withdrew to prayerful solitude 
on a mountain, where the Lord appeared to him. Matthew baptized the wife 
and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which the prince became greatly 
enraged and dispatched a guard to bring Matthew to him for trial. The sol-
diers returned to the prince saying that they had heard Matthew's voice, but 
could not see him with their eyes. The prince then sent a second guard. 
When this guard approached the apostle, he shone with a heavenly light so 
powerful that the soldiers could not look at him; filled with fear, they threw 
down their weapons and returned. The prince then went himself. Matthew 
radiated such light that the prince was instantly blinded. However, the holy 
apostle had a compassionate heart; he prayed to God, and the prince was 
given back his sight. Unfortunately, he saw only with physical eyes and not 
spiritual eyes. He arrested Matthew and subjected him to cruel tortures. 
Twice, a large fire was lighted on his chest, but the power of God preserved 
him alive and unharmed. Then the apostle prayed to God and gave up his 
spirit. The prince commanded that the martyr's body be placed in a lead cof-
fin and thrown into the sea. The saint appeared to Bishop Plato and told him 
where the coffin bearing his body could be found. The bishop retrieved the 
coffin with Matthew's body from the sea. Witnessing this new miracle, the 
prince was baptized and received the name Matthew. After that, the prince 
left all the vanity of the world and became a presbyter and served the 
Church in a God-pleasing way. When Plato died, the Apostle Matthew ap-
peared to the presbyter Matthew and counseled him to accept the episco-
pacy. He accepted the bishopric and, for many years, was a good shepherd 
until the Lord called him to His Immortal Kingdom. St. Matthew the Apos-
tle wrote his Gospel in the Aramaic language. It was soon after translated 
into Greek and the Greek text has come down to us, while the Aramaic text 
has been lost. It is said of this evangelist that he never ate meat, but only 
vegetables and fruit. 
 
Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid,  


